
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
 

Minutes of the Regular Board of Police Commissioners Meeting 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

    
     
The regular meeting of the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners was held on 
Thursday, March 30, 2006, at 3:00 p.m., at Police Headquarters, 1300 Beaubien, 
Detroit, Michigan  48226. 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Board Members Present                              Department Personnel Present
                                   
Erminia Ramirez          AC Walter Martin 
Jim Holley  DC Chester Logan 
Mohamed Okdie  Cmdr. Brain Stair 
Willie Hampton (ABS) Cmdr. Hope Facen-Berry 
Arthur Blackwell II (ABS)                               Cmdr. Ricky Brown 
 Lt. Loletha Jackson 
 Lt. Candace Kailimai 
 Lt. Vicki Yost 
 Sgt. William Gillespie 
 Sgt. Melinee Long-Thomason 
 P.O. Sophia Nelms 
 Atty. Nancy Ninowski 
 
 
Board Staff Present                                           
  
Dante’ L. Goss, Executive Director   
Lawana Ducker, Personnel Director  
Denise R. Hooks, Attorney/Supervising Inv.  
Arnold Sheard, Interim Chief Investigator  
P.O. Kent Cooper 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
         
Ron Scott          
Media 
Stephanie Milledge 
Atty. John Goldpaugh 
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RECORDERS 
 
Terence Bell 
Robert Brown 
 
 

1.    CALL TO ORDER
 
Chairperson Ramirez called the regular meeting of the Detroit Board of Police 
Commissioners to order at 3:32 pm. 
 
Chairperson Ramirez acknowledged the presence of Board members and 
staff.  
 

 
2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
• Thursday, March 16, 2006 
 

The motion to correct the above Minutes reflect that at the request of 
Police Officer Keith McLain, a closed session was called pursuant to MCL 
15.268(a) of the Open Meeting Act, to review a personnel matter. 
 

 MOTION: Comm. Okdie made the motion to approve the corrected 
Minutes. 

 
SECOND: Comm. Holley seconded the motion. 
 

          VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 

• Thursday, March 23, 2006 
 
MOTION: Comm. Okdie made the motion to approve the Minutes. 
 
SECOND: Comm. Holley seconded the motion. 
 

           VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
 

3.   REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
 
RESOLUTION HONORING LIEUTENANT JONNIE L. STOWERS 
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WHEREAS Johnnie L. Stowers served in the United States Army before being 

appointed to the Detroit Police Department on May 26, 1977.  
Police Officer Stowers graduated from the Detroit Metropolitan 
Police Academy and began his career at the Sixth Precinct on 
August 15, 1977; and  

 
WHEREAS Officer Stowers was assigned to the Communications Operations 

Section in May 1978 where his skills and talents earned him a 
promotion to Communications’ Officer on December 15, 1978.  
Other assignments included the Twelfth Precinct, the Mini Station 
Section, and reassignment to the Communications Section in 
August 1985; and  

 
WHEREAS On August 19, 1988, Officer Stowers was promoted to the rank of 

Sergeant and remained at the Communications Operations Section; 
and  

 
WHEREAS On July 6, 1995, Sergeant Stowers was promoted to the rank of 

Lieutenant and assigned to the Reserves Section where he served 
until his transfer to the Thirteenth Precinct in August 2002.  On 
January 30, 2003, Lieutenant Stowers returned to the 
Communications Operations Section where he remained until his 
retirement on December 4, 2005; and  

 
WHEREAS During his twenty-five and a half years of dedicated service with the 

Department, Lieutenant Stowers was the recipient of letters of 
appreciation, and numerous awards, including four Chief’s Merit 
Award, a 1980 GOP Commemorative Award, and four Perfect 
Attendance Awards.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
 
RESOLVED That the Board of Police Commissioners, speaking for the citizens of 

Detroit and the Detroit Police Department, acknowledges the loyalty 
and dedication of Lieutenant Johnnie Stowers.  His 251/2 years of 
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selfless service and commitment to the city of Detroit merits our 
highest regards and best wishes for continued success. 

 
We salute and congratulate you, Lieutenant Johnnie L. Stowers.   

 
/s/  Erminia Ramirez               /s/  Rev. Jim Holley 

   Chairperson                  Vice Chairperson 
              /s/  Mohamed Okdie 
          Commissioner 
                        
                   ADOPTED BY THE 

  /s/  Willie Hampton  BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS  /s/ Arthur Blackwell, II 
Commissioner             March 30, 2006                           Commissioner   
 
 

MOTION: Comm. Okdie made the motion to approve the Resolution. 
 
SECOND: Comm. Holley seconded the motion. 
 

   VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION HONORING SERGEANT LOUIS SINAGRA 
                

WHEREAS             Sergeant Louis Sinagra of the Force Investigation will retire from the  
Detroit Police Department on March 31, 2006, after Twenty-Eight  years 
of service; and 

 
WHEREAS             Louis Sinagra was appointed to the Detroit Police Department on March 

27, 1978 upon his graduation from the Police Academy beginning his 
career at the First Precinct.  He also was assigned to the Third Precinct, 
Tactical Services Section, Fourteenth Precinct, Second Precinct, the 
Narcotics Section, and the Management Services Bureau; and 

 
 
 

 
WHEREAS             Officer Sinagra was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on March 21, 

1997, and after completing Officers Candidate School continued to 
demonstrate his dedication to the citizens of Detroit in his demeanor and 
hard work at the Second Precinct, moving back to the Management 
Services Bureau and on to the Professional Accountability Bureau and 
Force Investigation where he remained until his retirement; and 
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WHEREAS             During his career, Sergeant Sinagra received three Chief Unit Awards, 

one Chief’s Merit Award, five Perfect Attendance Awards, two 
Commendations, one Citation as well as numerous letters of praise and 
appreciation from supervisors and the citizens of Detroit; and  

 
WHEREAS             Sergeant Sinagra has been loyal to the department and the citizens of 

Detroit, where he is widely respected for his honesty, integrity in the law 
enforcement community and is seen as a consummate professional, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
 
RESOLVED           That the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners awards this resolution in 

recognition of Sergeant Louis Sinagra’s commitment of Twenty-Eight 
years of outstanding and committed service to the citizens of Detroit.  

 
We thank you, and congratulate you, Sergeant Louis Sinarga.  
 

 
/s/  Erminia Ramirez               /s/  Rev. Jim Holley 

Chairperson           Vice Chairperson 
              /s/  Mohamed Okdie 
          Commissioner 
                        
                   ADOPTED BY THE 

  /s/  Willie Hampton  BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS   /s/ Arthur Blackwell, II 
     Commissioner                March 30, 2006      Commissioner               
 

MOTION: Comm. Okdie made the motion to approve the Resolution. 
 
SECOND: Comm. Holley seconded the motion. 
 

           VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.   SECRETARY’S REPORT – EXEC. DIR. GOSS
 
 
  CITIZEN COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 
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                                                                            This Week    Year to Date           
  
 
2006 - Weekly Count of Complaints:         23                       304 

2005 - Weekly Count of Complaints:         16                       299 
 

 
• The Office of the Chief Investigator (OCI) closed a total of 7 cases this week. 
 
• The Office of the Chief Investigator submitted 0 cases to the Chief’s Office. 
 
• The Chief’s Office has reviewed and returned 0 cases to OCI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. PRESENTATION/REPORT-CHIEF OF POLICE 
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SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

Special points of interest: 
 

• Next meeting:  

Thursday, April 6, 2006  

@ 3:00 P.M.  

Detroit Police Headquarters 
1300 Beaubien, Suite 328A 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

Inside this issue: 

Eastern District  2 

Northeastern District  2 

Central District  2 

Western District 2 

Southwestern District 2 

Northwestern District   2 

  

Domestic Violence 
 
On March 21st, officers of the Western Dis-
trict responded to the 1700 block of Grand 
Blvd on a “Stabbing” run. Subsequent to 
the investigation, a female was arrested 
without incident and charged with 
“Aggravated Domestic Violence.” 

“Building a Safer Detroit Through Community Partnerships” 

Volume 2, Issue  13 

March 30, 2006 

Detroit Police Department 
Report to the Board of  Police Commissioners  

The Detroit Police Department is committed to uphold its mission to provide a safe environment 
for our residents and businesses. This effort is not possible without the joint commitment of the 
community and the Police Department. We appreciate and value the role our citizens have 
played in helping us to take the guns and drugs off the streets of the city of Detroit. 

 
Homicide 

 
On March 20th, officers of the Southwest 
District responded to the 8000 block of Wis-
consin on a “Shooting” run. As a result of 
the investigation, a man was arrested and 
charged with “Murder Second Degree,” 
Felon In Possession,” “Felony Firearm” and 
“Habitual 4th.” 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
The Central District will be sponsoring a “BLOOD 
DRIVE” in conjunction with the “AMERICAN RED 
CROSS” on Monday April 17th from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. in the Detroit Police Department GYM located 
at 1300 Beaubien “Headquarters.”   
 * PLEASE JOIN US AND GIVE BLOOD TO SOMEONE IN NEED *  

 Narcotics/ Gang  
Enforcement  

  
During the period of March 20, 2006 
through March 26, 2006, Narcotics /Gang 
Enforcement conducted 27 search      
warrants and 31 street enforcement     
actions within the boundaries of the city 
of Detroit, resulting in the following        
arrests and confiscations: 
•   26 Felony arrests  
•   98 Misdemeanor arrests 
•   11 Juveniles detained 
•  394.7 grams of cocaine, 8.5 grams 

of heroin, and 1,259.50 grams of 
marijuana and 583 pills, street value  

• $184,048.00 
• $77,754.00 in U.S. Currency 
Confiscated:  
•    7 Handguns 
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Northwestern District 
 
On March 21st, officers of the Northwestern District 
responded to the 15000 block of Warwick on an 
“Breaking and Entering in Progress” run. As the re-
sult of the investigation and after a brief foot chase, 
two (2) men were arrested and charged with 
“Attempted Home Invasion Two.”   

Eastern District  
 
On March 23rd, officers of the Eastern Dis-
trict were flagged down in the area of East-
wood and Reno on a “Robbery” just hap-
pened. Further investigation resulted in two 
(2) men being arrested without incident 
and they were charged with “Robbery.”   

Page 1 March 30, 2006 

Taking the Guns Off 
the Street! 

 
For a Safer City our 
Citizens deserve! 

 

Police / Community Intervention 
Northeastern District 

 
On March 23rd, officers of the Northeast-
ern District were flagged down in the 5800 
block of Nevada on a “Robbery” just hap-
pened. Further investigation resulted in 
two (2) men being arrested and charged 
with “Robbery Armed,” “Felony Firearm,” 
and “Motor Vehicle Advisory.”  

Western District  
 
On March 26th, officers of the Western District 
responded to the 15000 block of Wyoming on a 
“Shooting” run.  As a result of further investiga-
tion, four (4) men were arrested without incident 
for “Carrying a Concealed Weapon.” Confiscated 
was a handgun. 

Central District  
 
On March 24th, officers of the Central District while on patrol 
in the 2700 block of Grand Boulevard, were flagged down on a 
“Robbery” just happened.  As a result of the investigation, a 
man was arrested without incident and charged with “Robbery 
Armed” and “Habitual 4th.” 

Southwestern District 
 
On March 23rd, officers of the Southwestern District 
while on patrol in the area of Grand River and 
Greenfield, were flagged down on a baby left in a 
locked vehicle.”  Due to the quick response of the of-
ficers, they gained entry into the vehicle and con-
veyed the baby to the hospital to be treated. Subse-
quent to the investigation, a female was arrested 
without incident for “Child Neglect.”   
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6. PRESENTATION/REPORT –EMPLOYEE ASST. PROGRAM 
 
Dir. Ducker of Police Personnel introduced Sgt. William Gillespie of the Employee 
Asst. Program. 
 
Sgt. Gillespie presented information on the Employee Asst. Program. 

 
                                (SEE ATTACHMENTS) 
 
The following exchange occurred regarding the presentation: 
 
Comm. Holley wanted to know from the 25 new clients, if there is 4 in marijuana, 
3 in anger management, where are the rest of the clients.  He asked are there 
contracts for the referrals and does the Consent Decree affect the Employee 
Asst. Program. 
 
Chairperson Ramirez asked how many employees the Employee Asst. Program 
has.  She asked what happens when an officer is directed to go but refuses to. 
 
Sgt. Gillespie stated the remaining client is finished with the program or in 
another program.  He stated there are no contracts because the insurance pays 
for their treatment.  He needs to research the information about the Consent 
Decree.  The Employee Asst. Program consists of himself, but he does get 
assistance from the physiological service section.  He stated the officer’s who 
refuses to come will be sent back to the disciplinary system.    
 
 

7. PERSONNEL & TRAINING 
 
Comm. Holley read the recommendation of the Personnel Subcommittee in the 
matter of the appeal of disqualified applicant Demetrius L. Lynch 
 
Deny the appeal. 
 
Invite Mr. Demetrius Lynch to re-apply with the Department, with the earliest 
date being in May 2006. 
 

MOTION: Comm. Holley made the motion to approve the 
recommendation. 

 
SECOND: Comm. Okdie seconded the motion. 
 

            VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
Comm. Holley read the recommendation of the Personnel Subcommittee in the 
matter of the appeal of disqualified applicant Terri N. Robertson. 
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Deny the appeal. 
 
Invite Ms. Terri Robertson to re-apply with the Department once recruiting 
resumes. 
 

MOTION: Comm. Holley made the motion to approve the 
recommendation. 

 
SECOND: Comm. Okdie seconded the motion. 
 

            VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
 
Comm. Holley read the recommendation of the Personnel Subcommittee in the 
matter of the appeal of disqualified applicant Christopher Weiss. 
 
Deny the appeal. 
 
Invite Mr. Christopher Weiss to re-apply with the Department, with the 
earliest date being in July 2006. 

 
MOTION: Comm. Holley made the motion to approve the 

recommendation. 
 
SECOND: Comm. Okdie seconded the motion. 
 

                 VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
8. DISCIPLINARY APPEALS 
 
 

Comm. Okdie stated we have two appeals before us today.  They are BPC 05-008D 
PO Jose Dorsey and BPC 05-010D PO Moises Jiminez, both arguments have been 
withdrawn and the decisions by the Trial Board will be sustained.  The previous 
decision by the Board will be sustained. 
 

MOTION: Comm. Okdie made the motion to approve the withdrawal. 
 
SECOND: Comm. Holley seconded the motion. 
 

             VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
Atty. Hooks asked that the parties of the department’s submit personnel orders to the 
Board stating that the settlement agreement has been carried out. 
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9. OTHER BUSINESS  
                           

Atty. Hooks stated we have oral arguments for Police Officer Richard Tucker and Police 
Officer Bruce Debouvre and petition was presented to the Board February 9, 2006. 
 

Atty. Goldpaugh stated the officers has been suspend with pay due to the lack of a 
quorum.  He doesn’t believe that the officers should be suspended without pay as a lack 
of them taking limited action. He stated that Office Soles and his partner was the first to 
arrive to the scene.  The complainant stated to them there was an intruder in her house.  
Officer Soles and his partner secured the house with Officer Soles covering the rear of 
the house.  While at the rear of the house he notices a car parked in the garage with 
busted windows.  He approached the vehicle and found a BB gun.  Upon the arrival of 
Officer Tucker and Officer Debourve he gave the weapon to Officer Tucker.  Officers 
Tucker and Debourve stated they had a conversation with the complainant and she 
stated she had busted the windows out of the vehicle.  They did a check on the vehicle 
and it came back not reported stolen.   They though the complainant was setting up the 
boyfriend.  They told her to make an inventory list and to call them back.  They brought 
the weapon back to the station but did not put it in their report on log it in the evidence 
room.  He stated they should be discipline but not suspended without pay. 
 
Atty. Ninowski stated that Officer Soles and his partner was the first to arrive on the 
scene.  After he gave the weapon to Officer Tucker they was let go.  Officers Tucker and 
Debourve told the complainant this was a domestic matter and she needed to apply for a 
PPO and there was nothing else they could do.  The next day the complainant comes to 
get a copy of her police report and was told it was not in the system.  She stated to 
Sergeant Joe Wright there was a weapon found.  Sgt Wright called Officer Tucker to 
inquire about the weapon and he stated he had put it on the counter, but he will be there 
shortly.  She stated that Officer Tucker came into the district and pulled the weapon out 
of his pocket.  She stated they should be suspended for not doing their job because Sgt. 
Wright had to go out collect the evidence and do the report.  The subject was arrested 
and charged with two counts of armed robbery. 
 
Chairperson Ramirez stated that when a weapon is found isn’t it supposed to be put in 
their report, because some could have picked it up and committed a crime. 
 
Comm. Holley also had concerns about the weapon being put on the counter and not in 
their report.  He also wanted to know why we are only discussing two of the four officers. 
 
Comm. Okdie stated his concerns are focusing on evidence, whether reports were 
written, and duedilgence was done. 
 
Exec. Dir. Goss stated unless contravene by the Board the above suspension without 
pay will stand. 
Exec. Dir. Goss stated we have oral arguments for Christopher Staton, Badge 484 
assigned to the Northeastern District. 
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Comm. Okdie had concerns about where the residue was found on the subject.  He 
stated he has a problem with any officer who discharges their weapon without knowing it. 
 
Comm. Holley wanted to know what happens after this matter leaves the Board. 
 

Atty. Goldpaugh stated he is here today to request that the petition not be granted.  He 
has been suspended for failing to notify that he fired his weapon.  Officer Staton stated 
he did not know or recalling that his weapon had been fired.  He stated during the chase 
the subject turned around with a weapon in his hand, he dropped the weapon and 
continued to run.  While giving chase he picked up the weapon continued to give chase 
and finally apprehending the subject.  There was a gun shot residue test performed.  The 
results confirm residue on Officer Staton and the pocket of the coat the subject was 
wearing.  There are facts there to justify Officer Staton firing of his weapon if he needed 
to.    
 
Atty. Ninowski stated he did not report that his weapon had been fired.  The City has a 
serious liability and the department can’t afford to have someone who is incompetent or 
lying.  The residue was found on the back of the subject coat at the bottom.  She stated if 
the Board agrees with the petition it will go to arbitration. 
  
Exec. Dir. Goss stated unless contravene by the Board the above suspension without 
pay will stand. 
 
Chairperson Ramirez stated this Board is going to contravene. 
 
  

10. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Thursday April 6, 2006 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Police Headquarters, Room 328-A 
1300 Beaubien 
Detroit, MI 48226 

 
 

11. ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
There was no oral communication. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT  
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 The meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

DANTE’ L. GOSS 
Executive Director 
Board of Police Commissioners 

 
DLG/rb 
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